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INTRODUCTION  

 

First the bare facts: the 2011 season ended with Tipton winning 23 matches and  

losing 20. One was abandoned and six were cancelled, three of these because  

opponents couldnõt raise a side. So in terms of statistics, this was not quite as suc-

cessful as the last two years and we would probably have to admit there were 

matches that were for the taking which we lost.  

 

There were some fine individual performances. Phil Tolley went from strength to 

strength, averaging over 100 and passing 9000 runs for the club. Steve Shaw  

became only the second Tipton player to pass 10000 runs, alongside Mike  

Gilkerson, and also passed the 600 wicket mark. Robin Pickering averaged 35 and 

Dickie Dawson (71) and Adam Gibbins (46*) recorded their highest scores for the 

club.  

 

Phil Wright led the wicket takers with 45 with David Birch (34) a little way behind. 

The best bowling averages however belonged to Steve Shaw, Jim Bugler, JR and Joe 

Birchñall taking their wickets at less than 3.5 runs an over for averages of less than 

15 runs per wicket.  

 

Three players joined us: Geoffrey Woodcock and 

Alistair Matthews, who both played regularly 

and made good contributions, and Phil Essex, 

who played three evening matches: it would be 

good to see more of him next season.  

 

Iõve already mentioned Mike Gilkerson, who  

finally called it a day as a player this season. We 

very much appreciate his enormous contribu-

tion to the club, quite apart from his record as 

our most prolific batsman.  

 

Thanks are also due to all those who work so hard to make this club successful and 

happy: the vice captains, Kevin, Jim and Matt; the umpires, Gilks, Pete and Blackers; 

Bruce in the scorebox and Tom on the scoreboard; Jem, Tim and Phil for all their  

organisation behind the scenes; Maggie and Tan and all those who have helped 

them with teas; Kevin (again!), Higgy and Dickie for all their work on the field; all our 

vice presidents, match sponsors and supporters, especially the hard -core regulars 

Mary, Helen, Al, Ian & Marie, Bill and 

Dave. 

 

David Birch, Club Captain  

 

 

Reports by David Birch, Jem Gillham, Phil 

Wright  

 

Photos and statistics by Phil Wright  

 

Gilks stretches his arms  

Getting ready for the season  



April 23
rd

: The John McKay Memorial Match  

 

Cricket returned to Tipton last Saturday with the annual John McKay memorial 

match, played among club members in memory of a good Tipton cricketing friend 

and colleague. Twenty eight players turned out for the occasion, led by new vice  

captains Jim Bugler and Matt Williamson.  

 

Williamson won the toss and chose to bat on a hard, straw -coloured surface more 

reminiscent of August than July; his choice of experienced openers Mike Gilkerson 

and Kevin Jones appeared sound, but both 

struggled with the lively bounce and swing 

of Alex Tubbs and the guile of Dave  

OõHiggins.  Apart from a sweetly timed 

Gilkerson six off OõHiggins, the pair made 

slow progress, adding just 32 in the first 

10 overs.  

 

Paul Williamson, bowling in tandem with 

new recruit Geoff Woodcock, struck the 

first blow for Buglerõs men when he  

induced Gilkerson to drive into the safe 

hands of Phil Tolley with the score on 44. Steve Shaw lifted 

the tempo for a while, lifting the rate to four an over,  

before he fell lbw to David Birch for 28. Birch followed up with the wicket of visiting 

Cornish vice president Dave James, caught behind by Tim Oakley.  

 

When the battling Jones was finally caught by Oakley for 25, John Williamson added 

a breezy 21, well supported by Chris Tubbs (11), to take the score to 119 -5. The re-

turning Woodcock accounted for both of them, leaving Matt Williamson and Josh 

Singh to steer the score to 139 -6. 

 

Bugler chose to open his reply with the more adventurous choice of Alec Pace,  

making a welcome return to Tipton cricket after a two -year absence, and our second 

new recruit, Alistair Matthews. Pace settled quickly, timing the ball immaculately and 

driving confidently, and the pair had added 30 before Matthews was bowled by Mark 

Channon. When Pace retired on a run -a-ball 30, Jem Gillhamõs lively 12 and Dave  

Jessopõs assured 25 maintained the momentum before both fell to James with the 

score on 85.  

 

At this point Phil Tolley entered the 

fray and raced to 31 with two fours 

and three sixes while Tim Oakley and 

Chris Mason dealt well with the pace 

and hostility of Joe Birch, adding 9 and 

14 respectively, before they suc-

cumbed to the wiles of Phil Wright. 

Tom Birch and Alex Tubbs looked as 

though they would steer Buglerõs team 

home until Dickie Dawson stumped 

Birch off Jonesõ bowling, leaving the 

skipper to come in and clump Jones to 

the boundary for the winning runs  

  with 6 overs to spare.  

Gilks takes some well -earned 

refreshment  

The Chairman presents the winning skipper 

with the John McKay trophy  



May 1
st

: Yarcombe and Stockland   

 

Tipton eased to victory in their first match of the season at Yarcombe and Stockland, 

chasing down their hostsõ total of 139 with 22 overs to spare. After the success of 

the John McKay memorial match the previous week, Tipton had no shortage of  

available players and their two newest recruits, Alistair Matthews and Geoffrey 

Woodcock, arriving at the ground to support their new team, found themselves  

playing for their opponents following some last minute withdrawals.  

 

Skipper David Birch had no hesitation in choosing to field first and his decision was 

quickly rewarded by Robin Pickeringõs diving catch at slip to dismiss Fuller off the 

bowling of Steve Shaw. Birch and Shaw kept the pressure on the batsmen for the first 

few overs and a number of difficult chances went to ground. Hanaman and Mitcham 

gradually asserted themselves, however, with the latter in particular driving  

confidently, despite the unevenness of the wicket.  

 

The pair had added 92 runs by the 20
th

 over, when Dave OõHiggins finally clipped 

Mitchamõs off stump to end a superb innings of 68, containing seven 6s and four 4s, 

just as it looked as if the number 3 would take Stocklandõs innings out of sight. In 

fact the reverse happened, as John Rodgers precipitated a procession of wickets with 

3-8 from 3 overs, including Woodcock, lbw playing no shot, and Hanaman for a  

resolute 26.  

 

The visitors had collapsed to 102 -5 from 99 -1, leaving Mark Channon (2 -11) and Phil 

Wright (1 -25) to mop up the tail, with only Morris (20), supported by Matthews and 

Porter, offering significant resistant with two straight sixes off Wright. Channonõs 

two victims both came courtesy of sharp stumpings by Dave Dawson, which closed 

the innings at 139 all out.  

 

Tiptonõs reply was accelerated by the threat of rain, with openers Phil Tolley and 

Matt Williamson racing to a 50 partnership in 10 overs. Neither innings could be 

chanceless on this wicket but Tolley, in particular, was ruthless with anything short. 

Williamson was just hitting his stride when he fell to an excellent diving catch by 

Matthews off Mitcham.  

 

Shaw joined Tolley, who passed his 50 off 44 balls on the way to a composed 64 not 

out, and launched a violent assault on the bowling, taking Tipton past their target 

with two fours and two sixes in successive balls, to finish with a lightning 45 not 

out, leaving Tipton comfortable winners by 9 wickets.  

Match Facts  
 

Yarcombe 139 all out (J Rodgers 3 -8, M Channon 2 -11)  

Tipton 140 -1 ( P Tolley 64*, S Shaw 45*)  
 

Tipton won by 9 wickets  

 



May 7
th

 and 8
th

: Met Office and Newton Poppleford   

 

Tiptonõs winning start to the season continued with two home victories last  

weekend, beginning with Saturdayõs rainy encounter against the Met Office.  Vice 

captain Jim Bugler was sorry to lose the toss on what would have been a good  

surface for his bowlers, but Tipton amassed 180 -7, with Phil Tolley top scoring with 

88.  

 

Tolley was matched by Dave Dawson (22) in an opening partnership of 42 but then 

held the innings together as no one else in the top order asserted themselves. When 

Tolley went, Robin Pickering  (22 not out) steered the reply to a strong position, with 

Bugler and John Rodgers contributing cameos of 14 and 12.  

 

The Met Office reply was dominated by opener Websterõs 53 as Tiptonõs bowlers 

struggled to dominate in the wet conditions after tea. However, the regular fall of 

wickets kept the game under control, with Pickering,, Mark Channon and Dave 

OõHiggins claiming two victims each as the visitorsõ reply closed 54 runs short. 

 

Overnight rain also made batting problematic against Newton Poppleford on Sunday, 

but skipper David Birch trusted a strong batting line -up on paper to set the visitors a 

challenging total. All went well until Kevin Jones was caught at slip off Matt Raistrick 

during an excellent spell of 2 -10. Then Tolleyõs dismissal for 38 started a collapse 

which saw 3 more wickets fall without a run being added and drew some quizzical 

glances in the captainõs direction as his decision to bat first looked increasingly du-

bious.  

 

At 47 -5 Tipton were in deep trouble but were rescued by Steve Shaw and Adam  

Gibbins, who added 38 before Shaw was bowled by one that kept low. Gibbins  

continued to bat with great maturity and built partnerships with Dawson and Birch of 

22 and 33 respectively. As Tiptonõs total reached respectability, Gibbins attacked 

more confidently, his clean hitting taking him to 46 not out and the total to 162 -9. 

 

The visitors began quickly with Richard Coombes dispatching anything short, but 

Shaw and Birch gradually imposed themselves and gained control. The innings  

began to implode as Birch took 3 wickets in two overs, with Shaw following up with 

one to reduce Newton to 29 -4. Skipper Kenny Clay tried to hit his side out of trouble 

but fell to a second catch by Shaw off OõHiggins. Birch finished with 3-22, OõHiggins 

with 3 -16 and Dawson had a good day behind the wicket with three smart catches to 

reduce the visitors to 91 all out and maintain Tiptonõs winning start to the season. 

 

Match Facts  
 

Tipton 180 -7 (P Tolley 88, D Dawson 22, R Pickering 22*)  

Met Office 126 all out (R Pickering 2 -9, M Channon 2 -15)  

Tipton won by 54 runs  
 

Tipton 162 -9 (A Gibbons 46*)  

Newton Poppleford 81 all out (D OõHiggins 3-16, D Birch 3 -22)  

Tipton won by 71 runs  



May 14
th

 and 15
th

: Sidbury and Ottery St Mary  

 

Tipton maintained their unbeaten record this season with victories over Sidbury and 

Ottery at the weekend. In his first match as skipper, Matt Williamson led his side to a 

victory on Saturday which was based on a monumental total of 268 which was  

lways going to be out of Sidburyõs reach. 

 

Williamson opened with himself and Phil Tolley, who charged to his first hundred of 

the season with eight fours and eleven sixes. When Tipton lost Williamson for 40 on 

161, Steve Shaw and Tolley added another 49 before Tolley was run out for 137. 

Thereafter only Jim Bugler with a lightning 31 contributed significantly as Tiptonõs 

middle order tried to slog their way to total dominance only to be rewarded by a  

succession of ducks.  

 

Sidburyõs reply was held together by a determined 50 from Mark Bishop and 44 from 

Mark Stoyle but there was little support from the rest of the batting as the innings 

subsided to 123 all out. Tipton contrived to drop at least five catches, but a good 

bowling performance led by Shaw with 4 -7 and Geoff Woodcock (3 -31) was enough 

to seal victory.  

 

On Sunday, openers Tolley and Dave Dawson made a rapid start against Ottery and 

had put on 48 in ten overs when Dawson was caught off Sam Bowyer -Thornton.  

Williamson and Tolley were then held in check by tight bowling by Ed Fowler and Will 

Harrison and had added ten runs in as many overs when Tolley went for 35. Jem  

Gillham and Dave Alford had followed Williamson back to the pavilion before the 

score reached 100 and it was left to Tim Oakley and Alex Tubbs, top scoring with 

38, to rescue the situation with a 56 run partnership and steer the total to 173 all 

out.  

 

After Birch trapped Tom Whittington lbw with his first ball, Ottery tried to hit their 

way to dominance but lost the free -scoring Jack Webber when he edged Birch to  

Tolley at slip. When Tubbs bowled Fowler for 5, the Otters were on 39 -3 and in  

trouble. Anthony Dean and Alex Clements batted sensibly and were well on their way 

to steadying the ship when Alford had Dean caught by Williamson. Despite 

Clementsõ stubborn resistance in his top score of 33, wickets continued to fall  

regularly: two more to Alford and Woodcock and one each to Tolley and Mark  

Channon, who effectively tied one end up with 8 overs for only 12 runs.  

 

Otteryõs final total of 124 left them 49 runs short and possibly feeling that a better 

paced reply would have enabled them to deny Tipton their sixth straight win.  

 

 

Match Facts  
 

Tipton 272 (P Tolley 137, M Williamson 40)  

Sidbury 123 (S Shaw 4 -7, G Woodcock 3 -31)  

Tipton won by 149 runs  
 

Tipton 173 (A Tubbs 38)  

Ottery St Mary 124 (D Alford 3 -41)  

Tipton won by 49 runs  



May 21
st

 and 22
nd

: Erratics and All Saints  

 

Tipton returned to winning ways after a midweek setback against Woodbury to beat 

Exeter Erratics and All Saints last weekend to post eight victories in nine matches.  

Erratics recovered from losing their first wicket to Mark Channonõs first ball of the 

game to post 194 -8, which was dominated by number 3 batsman Coxõs 88 and  

supported by Weilerõs 38 not out. Skipper Jim Bugler and Phil Wright joined Channon 

with two wickets apiece, with the other falling to Robin Pickering.  

 

Phil Tolley seemed to be guiding Tipton comfortably home when he fell for 86 with 

the score on 157 -4. Tolley had put Tipton in a strong position, sharing a 77 run 

partnership for the fourth wicket with Chris Tubbs, but it was now left to  

contributions from Bugler, Pickering and Geoff Woodcock to reach their target with 

two overs and two wickets left.  

Tolley played himself into top form on Sunday 

against his old All Saints team mates with a 

superb 141 not out. He and Dave Dawson  

began at five an over but Tipton stalled with 

the loss of Dawson for 15 on 46 and the  

advent of Trott and Boyland into the attack, 

bringing All Saints a measure of control which 

suggested a modest total. As Tiptonõs middle 

order crumbled (with Steve Shawõs 10,000
th

 

run for Tipton the only noteworthy feature), 

Tolley went on the attack, supported by  

skipper David Birch in a 9
th

 wicket stand of 48 

in six overs to take the visitors to 206.  

 

After a tight start from Shaw and John Rodgers, the All Saints openers began to cut 

loose but finally lost the aggressive Bray, superbly caught in the deep by Woodcock 

off Rodgers, who immediately followed up by  

bowling Trott first ball, amply making amends for his own first baller in Tiptonõs  

innings.  

 

Then Channon and Birch applied the same pressure to the middle order as All Saints 

had earlier, and the batsmenõs anxiety at the slow scoring rate resulted in a run out 

courtesy of Matt Williamsonõs direct hit from extra cover. Birch followed up with the 

wicket of skipper Wallace, neatly caught by Jem Gillham at mid off and, despite stub-

born resistance from Seward and Nunns, All Saints were always behind the run rate 

and finished on 167 -4, 40 runs short of their target.  

Match Facts  
 

Erratics 194 -8 (J Bugler 2 -18, M Channon 2 -42, P Wright 2 -47)  

Tipton 195 -8 (P Tolley 86)  

Tipton won by 2 wickets  
 

Tipton 206 -8 (P Tolley 141*)  

All Saints 167 -4 (J Rodgers 2 -23)  

Tipton won by 39 runs)  

Phil crashes one to the boundary against All Saints  



Tipton vs Erratics  in verse  
 

The following was sent to me by Jonathan Kirby, the Erratics skipper. It is written by Chris Fear 

and the photos are by Marin Weiler. Jem Gillhamõs verse response (if you can call it that)  

follows....  
 

The forecast for Saturday 21
st
 of May, 2011 was not encouraging; overcast, high pressure, some rain 

that evening and, according to American evangelical preacher Harold Camping, the  End of the World . 

What better way, then, to spend oneõs last day on Earth than playing cricket with the Erratics  at Tipton 

St John ð especially as Armageddon wasnõt due until six in the evening, and the fixture was set for 

half past two. At the very least weõd squeeze in some batting and some scones. 
 

And so behold!  the Erratic heroes did emerge from Valhalla,  

To take up the central position on the Fields of Tipton,  

To face their destiny;  

The Day of  Ragnarök  at hand, as foretold by the elders.  
 

 And there was much action, bravery, and misfortune.  

Lo, the unfortunate S. Cox did top -edge the very first attack of the battle:  

And it was high and fearful,  

But alas!  it fell straight to the grateful hands of the warrior Tubbs;  

And he interrupted a sequence of warm -up stretches he was still performing at square leg  

To take what some of his fellows, unkind of heart, did suggest would be  

òThe only catch he would hold all season.ó 
 

But then  behold!  the unfortunate young Coxõs father, Peter: 

He was as steady as Thor, and for many  overs  refused to trade in anything  but boundaries.  

Great time passed, and he hammered out a towering 88:  

And it was the greatest individual contribution to his sideõs total. 

McRae, the swift -footed, performed many graceful strokes.  

He used great cunning to find gaps in the enemy defence,  

Until cruelly he was cut down by a faster ball  

That took his wicket high on middle stump.  
 

Those gallant batsmen were oft bewildered by bowling variation.  

Great cunning was here at work among the Men of Tipton!  

The archer Pickering frustrated the Erratic middle -order with slower balls  

Ere they could find the rhythm so oft their meat and drink.  

Kothamachu, a valiant warrior from  the East, earned 13.  

Kirby, the leader, drummer of the gods, offered 10,  

And  alas!  doubt did creep across those windy fields.  

 

So the heroes doused the fires in their throats with orange squash.  
 

And now entered  Weiler  ð Weiler  the Wanderer  ð the laughing cavalier,  

His woollen  armour yellowed with experience.  

And he showed great courage, great skill, and wrested 38 runs  
 

But now, following the Great Feast, came the Men of Tipton to the crease,  

And their leader,  Tolley  ð why! there was a merciless warrior!  

He was greatly skilled, and the heroes of  Erratica  watched with heavy hearts  

As he smote attack after attack,  

As if with the hammer  Mjölnir  itself:  

One barb he smote through the window of an adjacent 

tractor,  

And the next he dismissed altogether from the field of  

battle,  

Lost in the long grass forever.  

Many comrades came and went,  

Sent back to Valhalla by some Erratic bowling fine,  

And some less fine:   
But the heroic  Tolley  stood firm.  

  

 òSo the heroes doused the fires in their throats with orange squash......ó. 



There was then a skirmish on one flank  

As an unusual delivery from a young novice ð the boy poet ð dislodged a bail,  

But was harshly judged to have struck the ground once too oft on its trajectory thither.  

Cox the Elder was terribly angered, and he muttered a spell known only to him.  
 

And  lo!  the sky grew dark,  

The end ð the end of the End ð was at hand,  

But the two great armies were yet evenly matched.  

After an age  Tolley  fell, and it was the hand of Cox the Elder that did it.  

He summoned great might, and put all of his  

cunning into one great delivery;  

The gods watched and all was still.  

And  o glory!  the ball found its mark: The stumps were scattered,  

The bails broken into a thousand pieces, none  

larger than a grain of sand.  

And then  Tolley  was applauded by all for his resolve and skill.  

 But, thus inspired, the Men of Tipton fought yet,  

 

And ere long victory was indeed theirs.  

One hundred and ninety five runs were achieved by those venturesome men.  

And that was the end of the Battle of Ragnarök  , the End of Days.  
 

And then  heroes from all sides met and were merry together in comradeship  

There once was a team called Erratics, 
A collection of cricket fanatics. 
One day in May 
They came along way 
To lose to Tiptonôs geriatrics. 
 

The Captains went out to the square 
To toss a coin up in the air. 
Erratics called tails -  
ñIn case the light fails 
Weôll bat first ï to us that seems very fair.ò 
 

The opening batsman stood tall 
But he was the first one to fall. 
óCatchô was they shout ï  
Poor Simon was out 
With a duck from the very first ball. 
 

His father came in ônumber threeô. 
As good a batsman as youôll ever see. 
He hit the ball round 
To all parts of the ground, 
Such impeccable timing had he. 
 

He was their best batsman of all. 
A ótonô was his targeted haul. 
But he hit the ball square - 
Jim Bugler was there - 
Sixteen stone and nearly six foot six tall. 
 

Other Erratics then entered the fray 
But you knew it just wasnôt their day. 
One ninety four 
Was their final score 
When forty overs had been bowled their way. 
 

Both teams then went off to tea 
Three pounds a head was the fee. 
The spread on the table 
Just shows how able 
Are Tanya and with her, Maggie. 

The ladies had made a warm brew, 
And lovely fresh sandwiches too. 
Dickie and Phil 
Both took their fill 
But now they had real work to do. 
 

As openers they went to the crease. 
But Philôs batting then shattered a piece 
From the side of the tractor - 
An important factor 
Of Tolley disturbing the peace. 
 

Others came in and got out, 
Whist trying to give it a clout. 
Dickie got seven,  
Jim Bugler eleven 
And eventually Phil Tolley was out. 
 

Six and eighty was Philôs final score, 
But sometimes he goes on to get more. 
A single or two 
He finds easy to do, 
But most often a six or a four. 
 

Tipton won with two overs to go. 
A good match between us, although 
A call of óNo Ballô 
Nearly started a brawl 
Which the scorebook canôt possibly show. 
 

This game between twenty two men 
Was recorded with book and with pen. 
It showed the difference was wides 
Between the two sides, 
They gave away twenty - us ten. 
 

At the pub we all held an inquest, 
Where everyoneôs thoughts were expressed 
óbout the fixture in June -   
It was coming round soon 
When again weôd find out whoôs the best. 



May 28
th

 ,30
th

 and 31
st

: Golden 

Fleece, Southgate Compton and 

Swindon United Churches  
 

Tiptonõs fine start to the season ended with three 

consecutive defeats last weekend, all to touring 

sides.  
 

On Saturday Golden Fleece successfully chased 

down an under -par 153 -6, thanks to a stand out  

innings of 102 from opener Gibson. For Tipton, Phil  

Tolley top scored with 45, but despite innings of 32 and 26 from Steve Shaw and 

Robin Pickering, the home side failed to assert themselves enough to set a  

demanding total.  
 

Steve Shawõs excellent 4-15 and wickets from David Birch (who finally trapped  

Gibson lbw), Phil Wright and Pickering made a game of it, taking the tourists to their 

last wicket, but the visitors eventually won with six overs to spare.  
 

Mondayõs visitors were Southgate Compton, one of our 

strongest visiting sides, but Tipton did themselves no 

favours with a very poor 107 all out, after John  

Rodgers had got the innings off to a good start with 

31. Tail -enders Birch and Mark Channon contributed a 

useful partnership of 24 to take the innings towards 

respectability but it was never going to be enough. 

However, Tipton showed fight in the field and 3  

wickets from Wright, 2 from Birch and a spell of 1 -9 

from Rodgers succeeded in delaying the inevitable as 

Southgate cruised to a four wicket win with 12 overs left.  
 

If anything, the worst batting performance was reserved for Tuesdayõs encounter 

with Swindon United Churches, who have never beaten Tipton in 12 years touring. 

Davids Dawson (28) and Alford (18) put on a comfortable 43 for the first wicket and 

Pickering seemed well set with a confident 21. Then a succession of impulsive and  

injudicious shots sent the innings into free -fall from 76 -2 to 98 -8, when Birch joined 

Tolley to rebuild matters with an unbeaten partnership of 78 in 10 overs, a Tipton 

record for the 9
th

 wicket.  
 

Tolleyõs 75 not out was as good an innings as he has played all season but the final 

total of 176 -8 was not enough for an aggressive Churches side 

whose reply never fell below 5 runs an over. Tipton made early 

inroads with wickets from Birch (2), Bugler, Pickering and Alford 

but were unable to break the 88 run 6
th

 wicket partnership 

which secured victory for the visitors.  

Steve sweeps against Golden Fleece  

JR flicks to leg against Southgate  

Robin hits out against  

Swindon  

Match Facts  

Tipton 153 -6 (P Tolley 45)  

Golden Fleece 154 -9 (S Shaw 4 -15)  

Golden Fleece won by 1 wicket  
 

Tipton 107 all out (J Rodgers 31)  

Southgate Compton 110 -6 (P Wright 3 -26)  

Southgate won by 4 wickets  
 

Tipton 176 -8 (P Tolley 75*)  

Swindon United Churches 180 -5 (D Birch 2 -27)  

Swindon won by 5 wickets  



4th and 5th June: Strongroom and Seaton  

 

Tiptonõs five match losing streak finally came to an end on Sunday with a  

convincing, but hard fought, victory at Seaton. They first had to suffer one of their 

largest losing margins for a while on Saturday as they lost to London tourists Stron-

groom CC by 108 runs.  

 

Skipper Kevin Jones invited Strongroom to bat first and was rewarded with two  

wickets from Jim Bugler before a strong third wicket partnership took the visitors to 

101 by the 20
th

 over, when Phil Wright had Woolhouse caught on the boundary by 

Phil Tolley for 65.  

 

Jones rotated his bowlers skilfully and Strongroom were not able to press for the 

monumental total that seemed there for the taking. Two more wickets for Bugler, 

three from Wright, two from Dave Alford, one for Adam Gibbins and three caught  

behind for Dave Dawson left the visitors on 171 all out. This was to prove more than 

enough for Tipton who delivered yet another poor batting performance to finish on 

63 all out, with only Tim Oakley (20) reaching double figures.  

 

All was transformed on the first visit to Seaton for many years. David Birch opted to 

bat first and Tolley and Dawson made a brisk start which was interrupted when  

Dawson was lbw to Chris Aplin. Dave Jessop, in only his second start this season, 

joined Tolley in a century partnership lasting only 17 overs, which swung the match  

decisively Tiptonõs way. Jessopõs 57 came up in only 53 balls and was peppered with 

sweetly timed boundaries.  

 

He and Tolley (42) fell within an over of each other, precipitating a rapid tumble of 

wickets, which was halted when Geoffrey Woodcock and Birch added an unbeaten 29 

for the eighth wicket to take Tipton to 205 -7.  

 

Seaton were unable to recover from John Rodgersõ terrific opening spell of 4-17, 

which was supported by hard work in the field which produced two run outs  

courtesy of Al Matthews and Alex Tubbs. Tubbs  and Wright chipped in with two 

wickets and, despite a resolute 81 from Aplin, Seaton were never in with a realistic 

chance of overhauling Tiptonõs total and finished on 167 all out. 

 

 

Match Facts  
 

Strongroom 171 all out (J Bugler 4 -15)  

Tipton 63 all out (T Oakley 20)  

Strongroom won by 108 runs  
 

Tipton 205 -7 (D Jessop 54)  

Seaton 167 all out (J Rodgers 4 -17)  

Tipton won by 38 runs  



11th June: Nancledra Hillbillies  

 

Tiptonõs annual tour to Cornwall was disrupted by heavy rain on Sunday at the cost 

of the long standing fixture at Mount Ambrose, but they were able to register a solid 

victory at Nancledra on Saturday.  

 

Skipper David Birch won the toss, chose to bat and invited Jem Gillham and Justin 

Quick to get the innings under way. The pair responded admirably with Gillham in 

particular taking advantage of anything loose to register 33, his highest score so far 

this season. With Quick finding the boundary regularly in his 28, Tipton looked set 

for a high total but, after Gillham departed on 56 and Quick on 73, the middle order 

was unable to press home the advantage, with only Dave Dawson (20) and Phil  

Tolley (26) making substantial 

contributions.  

 

Wickets continued to fall  

regularly and, at 133 -7, there 

was a real risk of an under par 

total. However, tail -enders Birch, 

Mark Channon and Phil Wright 

contrived to add 41 between 

them to take the tourists to 174

-9, less than they might have  

anticipated at the start of the 

innings, but enough to set their 

hosts a challenging target.  

 

Nancledra began well, despite 

Channonõs early dismissal of Classey, courtesy of a juggling catch 

by Geoff Woodcock. Skipper Poole looked well set until he drove Birch into the safe 

hands of Wright at mid off to end his 42 run partnership with Mason. Tiptonõs Cor-

nish vice president Dave James, playing on this occasion for Nancledra, was looking 

confident on 23 until he was clean bowled by John Rodgers.  

 

Wrightõs dismissal of Barlow, courtesy of a smart stumping by Dawson, opened up 

the home sideõs tail and he and Rodgers took full advantage with respectively four 

and three wickets each. A second stumping for Dawson finally brought the innings 

to an end on 110, leaving Tipton winners by 64 runs and with their winning record 

against Nancledra intact.  

Teatime at Nancledra  

Match Facts  
 

Tipton 174 -9 (J Gillham 33, J Quick 28)  

Nancledra 110 all out (J Rodgers 4 -12, P Wright 3 -12)  

Tipton won by 63 runs  


